relaxed, while he continues under the influence of disease : but we urge that it is not humane to treat a man so situated, whatever may have been his crime, with harshness and severity ; and it is far from just, to continue any restraint beyond the period of his recovery. At present, the condition of a criminal lunatic is a painful exception to our mild, equitable, well-adjusted judicial rule for the correction of offenders. He stands in an anomalous position ; for, though he is acknowledged to be irresponsible for his actions, and consequently innocent of premeditative guilt, he is treated with a harshness which only a sane and wilful act of profligacy, or vice, would justify. Instead of being regarded as the unfortunate victim of the heaviest misfortune which can fall upon the head of man, a misfortune to which all are exposed, a condition which deprives him of all self-control, and reduces him to the rank of a machine acted upon by mere animal instincts and passions;?instead of that kind consideration of his state, which so great a calamity has the right to demand from humanity ;?instead of placing him in the most favourable situation, and bringing to bear upon him all the appliances which our present improved science offers for his recovery;?the poor, diseased, irresponsible lunatic is treated with a severity of punishment which far exceeds any, not excepting even death, to which the worst of criminals are subjected. Is this an exaggerated description of his treatment, does any one suppose ? Then let him obtain an order to visit the criminal lunatic's ward in Betlilem Hospital; there he will see that, so far from the picture being too highly coloured, it falls far short of the actual condition of those unfortunate men whom he will behold mingled together, in one long, dark, dismal corridor; the better with the worse, the mild with the malicious, the timid with the violent, the mere mono-maniac with the most furious madman,?with no classification, or separate treatment, proportioned to their varied conditions. only waiting a fitting opportunity to kill me if I went to rest, saying, " Oh! sir, they will have your life, and then kill us." " Oh! Captain Johnston, what will become of us1?" I felt more for the boys than I did for myself?they would not for the world go forward to lend a hand to take in a sail or set one, unless I was on the deck, they seemed in such dread of the crew: the same young fellows who gave their oaths against me. I feel very sorry for one of them?he was the youngest. I had formed the strongest attachment to the boy, and intended to have him sent to school:?I was capable of teaching him navigation; but, poor little fellow, he gave me a helping hand down hill, and I hope the Lord will pardon him. In latitude 14 N., I sent up a new foretopsail yard, and condemned the other, as it was sprung in two different places. The N.E. trades hung greatly to the eastward, and then had changed their position to the S.E.; in crossing them the ship would bear up N.N.E., N.E. by N. and N.E., with the yards well rounded in so as to carry a lower studding sail. After I got out of the tropics and near the parallel of 33,1 fell in with very unsettled weather, such as I never saw before in those latitudes: the winds kept continually flying round the compass, accompanied with torrents oi rain I thought it would have brought on a hurricane, heaven and water appeared to be in one.
From the darkness of the weather I anticipated something disagreeable, and made preparations accordingly: the small sails were all stowed, and orders given to take in the top-gallant sails, jib, and main-course, and to stand by and let go the topsail halyards: none of the people would lay aloft to haul these sails. The squall caught me, and walked off with the three top-gallant sails, the fore one brought the mast along with it and the top-mast head, although the yard was in the lifts; I could not get a soul to let go the mizzen topsail halyards, and consequently the mizzen topsail-yard was carried away:?160/. would not be equivalent to the damage sustained, without reckoning the detention on the voyage. I told the crew that if they did not exert themselves, I would send the ship to the bottom; this had a little weight with them, and they began to crawl about like so many bugs in a tar bucket. It was a good job for me that the squall did not last long; had it remained steadfast another hour, I should have been deprived of eveiy stitch of canvas bent to the yards: I had all hand^ on deck that night until the wreck was cleared away, I think it was about the 20th of October, at 10 p.m., that I shortened sail, and hove to with the ship's head to the south-eastward; at daylight, made sail and run down along the coast of Pico with a pleasant breeze: at noon f 2 G8 About the 1st of November, ship close-hauled, with the wind at E. N". E., the top-gallant sails stowed. I gave orders to set these sails when the watch was relieved at midnight, the weather having a fine appearance; the order to lay aft and set the main topgallant sail was passed along, as soou as they came on deck. Shortly after, the boy glowing with the great soul of humanity : here I became insensible for a day or two ; he also administered laudanum ; he gave his evidence to the magistrate in these words?" I attended the captain when he came to prison, and found an apparently punctured wound in the back part of the right leg; it was healing, but inflammation had set in, which afterwards became extensive?it extended round the wound;
